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tecflices of Air, becaufe then a cubic Inch of Air, 
loaded with Vapour, would be made fpccifically 
heavier than an Inch of dry Air; which is contrary 
to Experiments, which fhew us by the Barometer, 
that Air which is moift, or full of Vapours, is always 
lighter than dry Air. 


XI. An Account of Margaret Cutting, a young 
Woman, now living at Wickham Market 
in Suffolk, who fpeaks readily and intel - 
ligdly , though Jhe has lojl her Tongue. 

Read July i. A Brief Account of this young Wo- 
* 7+1 Jtx. man ’s Cafe, in a Letter from Mr. 

Benjamin Boddtngton, of Ippwich, Turkey-Merchant, 
to Mr. Henry Baker , F. R. S. was communicated to 
the Royal Society in the Month of February 
laft, and appeared fo extraordinary, that Mr. Baker 
was defired to make all pofliblc Inquiries into the 
Reality of the Fa&, and lay before the Society what 
Information he (hould receive in relation thereto. 

In purfuance of this, he wrote to Mr. Boddingtov , 
and begged the Favour of him to make the ftri&eft 
and mod critical Inquiry he was able into this Affair, 
not only by viewing the young Womans Mouth, and 
examining her himfelf, but alfo by calling to his 
Afiiflance forne skilful Gentleman in the Phyfical 
Way, and any other learned and judicious Pcrlon 
whom he might judge mod likely to contribute to¬ 
wards difeovering the real Truth, and detecting any 
Error, Fallacy, or Impofition. He likewife defired 


they 
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they would hecdfully obferve her Manner of fpeak- 
ing and articulating the Sounds of thofc Letters and 
Sy llables, in the Formation whereof i\vz Apex oi the 
Tongue feems more particularly needful: And, in 
order to render their Examination more eafy, as well 
as more fatisfadory, he fent a Lift of Letters and 
Sounds, together with feveral fuch Sentences as he 
imagined would be moft difficult to be pronounced 
without the Help of the Tongue. 

Mr. Boddington , as foon after this as their Affairs 
would give them Leave, prevailed upon Mr. Notcutt, 
a Minifter, a learned and curious Gentleman, and- 
Mr. Hammond , who perfedly underftands Anatomy, 
to accompany him to Wickham Market, about Twelve 
Miles from Ipfwich, where the young Woman lives; 
whofe Cafe (after they had infpeded her Mouth, and 
examined her in the flrideft Manner) is fet forth in 
the following Certificate figned by them all. 

Ipfwich, April 9. 1742. 

YX 7 ’E have this Day been at Wickham Market , to 
* * fatisfy our Curiofity concerning Margaret 
Cutting, a young Woman, who, we were informed, 
could talk and difeourfe without a Tongue. 

She informed us, that fhe was now more than 
Twenty Years of Age, born at Jurnftal, a Village 
within Four Miles of Wickham Market in Suffolk, 
where fhe loft her Tongue by a Cancer [being then 
about Four Years old]. It firft appeared like a fmall 
black Speck on the upper Superficies of the Tongue, 
and foon cat its Way quite to the Root of it. She was 
under the Care of Mr. Scotchmore, a Surgeon of Sax- 
mundham , who foon pronounced the Cafe incurable : 

Flow- 
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However, he continued ufing the belt Means he could 
for her Relief. One Day when he was Syringing of 
it, the Tongue dropped out, and they received it into 
a Plate, the Girl, to their Amazement, faying to her 
Mother, “ Don’t be frighted, Mamma; 'twill grow 
“ again." It was near a Quarter of a Year after, before 
it was quite cured. 

We proceeded to examine her Mouth with the 
greateft Exadnefs we could, but found not the leaft 
Appearance of any remaining Part of a Tongue, nor 
was there any Uvula. We obferved a flelhy Excre- 
fcence on the under Left Jaw, extending itfelf almoft 
to the Place where the Uvula fhould be, about a 
linger broad : This Excrefcence, fhc faid, did not 
begin to grow till fomc Years after the Cure: It is by 
no means moveable, but quite fixed to the Parts 
adjacent. The Paflfage down the Throat, at the Place 
w|icre the Uvula fhould be, or a little to the Right 
of it, is a circular open Hole, large enough to admit 
a fmall Nutmeg. 

Notwithftanding the want of fo ncceflary an Organ 
as the Tongue was generally fuppofed to be, to form 
a great Part of our Speech, and likewile to be aflifb- 
ing in Deglutition, to our great Admiration, fhe per¬ 
formed the Office of Deglutition, both in fwallowing 
Solids and Fluids, as well as we could, and in the 
fame manner : And as to Speech, fhe difeourfed as 
fluently and well as other Perfons do though we 
obferved a fmall Sound, like what is ufually called 
fpeaking through the Nofe; but, fhe faid, flic had 
then a great Cold, and fhe believed that occafioncd 
it. She pronounced Letters and Syllables very arti¬ 
culately 5 the Vowels fhe pronounced pcrfedly, as alfo 

thole 
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tliofe Confonants, Syllables, and Words, that Teemed 
ncccffary to require the Help of the Tongue, 
us * d , /, t,n, r , al , ath, ajh, cha, la, ta,ja. The 

little c Dog did not eat Bread. - Touch the Tooth. 

- Try to light the Candle. - Thrice Thirty- 

three — Let the large Cat fcratch the little 

Dog. - The Church. - doth. - Lilly. -- All 

thefe fhe pronounced perfectly. She read to us in a 
Book very diftindtly and plain; only we obferved, 
that fometimes fhe pronounced words ending in ath 
as et— end as emb — ad as eib —; but it required a 
nice and ftridt Attention to obferve even this Differ¬ 
ence of Sound. She Tings very prettily, and pro¬ 
nounced her Words in Singing as is common. What 
is ftill very wonderful, notwithstanding the Lofs of 
this ufcful Organ the Tongue, which is generally 
allowed by Anatomifts, and Natural Philofophers, to 
be the chief, if not the foie Organ of Tafte, fhe diftin- 
guifhes all Taftes very nicely, and can tell the lead 
perceivable Difference in either Smell or Tafte. 

We the Underwritten do atteft the above to be a 
true Account. 

Benjamin Boddington. 

William Notcutt , Minifter. 

William Hammond, Apothecary. 

Mr. Baker received along with the foregoing Cer¬ 
tificate, by Letter from Mr. Boddington , Tome farther 

Particulars, which he fuppofed lefs material.-He 

fays, in her Perfon fhe is a little thin Body, genteel 

* Thefe were the Letters, Sounds and Sentences mentioned by 
Mr. Baker. 

enough. 
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enough, a pretty good Face, fair Complexion, with 
light-brown Hair, of a weakly Conftitution, lame on 
one Side, through Weaknefs after a Fever and the 
Small-pox, which fhe had laft Summer. She feems 
a well-behaved Girl, and has nothing of a Country 
Mien. She difeourfes agreeably, very fluently and 
pertinently, has every thing clean and neat about her, 
gets her Livelihood by making Mantuas, and has an 
Aunt in London , named Mary Cutting , who isHoufe- 
keeper to the Dowager Lady Rockford in Bond- 
fireet. 

He fays, if Ihe were among Twenty People in a 
Room, he thinks it would be impoflible for a Stranger 
by any means to guefs her being the Perfon without 
a Tongue, for Ihe has no odd Motion of her Mouth 
or Lips in Speaking : She lings with an cafy Air, and 
modulates her Voice prettily.——He asked her, if 
Ihe did not mifs her Tongue, or find any Inconve¬ 
nience from the Want of it? She anfwcred. No: Not 
in the leaft; nor could fhe imagine what Advantage 
he had in the Ufe of his. He inquired, how fhe did 
to guide her Food in her Mouth to eat: She replied, 
very eafily,fhe could eat before, on one Side or the other 
as fhe pleafed, but could not explain the Manner 
how. He was very obferving to fee her eat, but 
could difeern no Difference from others in the moving 
of her Jaws, or other Motions of her Face, nor in her 
fwallowing Food, or in drinking ; fhe did both very 
neatly, and had exadtly the fame Motion in her 
Throat as we have in its palling down. 

He was apprehenfive the Excrefcence mentioned in 
the Certificate, might, in fome mcafure, fupply the 
Ufe of a Tongue j but fhe affined him, it never. 

U moved 
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moved in the leaft, and that (he fpokc as well before 
it began to grow (which was feveral Years after the 
Cure); and Mr. Hammond convinced him, by trying 
with their Fingers and a Spoon, that it was quite fixt 

and immoveable.-He obferves further, that file is 

no ways aififted by a good Set of Teeth; for fhe has 
but few, thofe bad, and fcarce fo high as her Gums.--- 
He asked her, in what Part of her Mouth her moft 
fenfibleTafte lay? She faid, it was all over alike ; and, 
fmiling, added. She was afraid fhe was too nice in 
that s for, if her Butter was not curious, fhe eat dry 
Bread. 

Mr. Boddington, in another Letter to Mr. James 
Theobald , F. R. S. dated the 14th of April 1742. after 
giving an Account of this young Woman in the Man¬ 
ner as before, adds, He can recoiled nothing more, 
except her telling him, that though fhe was able to 
fpeak from the very firft lofing of her Tongue, fhe 
was not fo happy as to her Deglutition; for fhe was 
unable to fwallow any thing folid for many Months 
after, without its being minced very fine, and then 
thruft into her Throat by a Finger: But by degrees, 
fhe knows not how, fhe became able to manage with¬ 
out that Help, and could eat any thing in the fame 

manner as other Perfons can.-He adds. That, in his 

own Mind, he thinks the flefhy Excrefcence is of 
great Service to her, though fhe cannot make out iq 
what manner: That for his own part, he had for¬ 
merly fuppofed it as impoflible to fpeak without a 
Tongue, as to fee without Eyes; and therefore expeds 
many, who fhall hear this Account, will continue 
Unbelievers, and think he and his Friends are all 
miftaken, that they do not know what they fee, and 
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that their Ignorance is the only Ground of their Ad¬ 
miration. 

While Mr. Baker was making his Inquiries, he was 
informed, that Mr. John ‘Dennis, Tobacconift, in 
Alder fgate-Jlreet , could give him a full and fatil- 
Ihftory Account of this Affair: He therefore applied 
to Mr. Dennis , who allured him in a very civil, 
candid and intelligent Manner, that he was well ac¬ 
quainted with Margaret Cutting , having many Years 
ago been carried by a Gentleman to fee her as a Pro • 
digy for being able to fpcak without a Tongue: That 
he had feen her feveral times fince, commonly calling 
on her when he travels that Way, and carrying fomc 
Friend or other with him ; and at all thefe times he 
had infpe&ed her Mouth, and was fure (he had no 
Tongue: And that laft Summer, in particular, he 
and another went to fee her: That he would declare 
this under his Hand, and fhould always be ready to 
atteft the Truth of it to any Body, or in any Manner. 
He likewife gave an Account how Ihc loft her Tongue, 
as he had it from her Mother, who died fome Years 
ago, and it was exactly as above related 5 and faid he 
had been told the fame by an Apothecary alfo, who 
had her in Hand along with Dr . Scotchntore. 

TheTeftimony of Mr. Dennis, and the Perfon who 
faw her with him laft Summer, is as follows: 

March 20. 174.1. 

T TT E the under-written law 1 Margaret Cutting, at 
** Wickham Market in Suffolk, in or about June 
laft i and, examining her Mouth, found fhe had no 
Tongue, and yet Ihc fpeaks very intelligibly. 

John Dennis. 

Gabriel Daniells. 

U 2 My- 
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'VlTfclf law her in about Two or Three Yeats after 
her Tongue was loft, had a full Account of it 
from her Mother, heard her then fpcak, and have 
feeh and heard her divers times fince, and heard her 
talk better and better. 

She was under the Care of Dr. Seotchmore at Sax- 
mundham, Suffolk. 

John ’Dennis . 

Mr. Dennis (upon Mr. Bakers Inquiry) wrote to 
the young Woman herfelf, acquainting her, that 
many People would not believe it poiTiblc for her to 
fpeak without a Tongue, and defiring fhe would not 
be alhamed to give an Account of herfelf under her 
own Hand } in Anfwer to which he received the fol¬ 
lowing Letter: 

To Mr. John Dennis, in Alderfgate-ftreet. 

Sir , 

HTHIS being the firft Opportunity that I had to 
anfwer your Letter, I afliire you, that I have no 
more Tongue in my Mouth than I had when you faw 
me laft, which is none } but. Thanks be to my God, 
I have had the Happinels to fpeak ever lince it came 
out, which was when I was about Four Years old. As 
for my Age now, I cannot rightly tell, but I think I 
am about Twenty-four Years old. I would have 
none fufpeft the Truth of it; for I have no Tongue, 
and can fpeak very well, and this is from my own 
Hand. I was not alhamed to write about myfelf, but 
of my bad Writing. So no more, but I am 

Tour humble Servant , 
Margaret Cutting. 

The 
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The Cafe of this young Woman is indeed extraor¬ 
dinary *} but there are feveral Examples of like Na¬ 
ture to be met with in medical Writers, and thofe of 
the greateft Authority $ one of which, as it has the 
Atteftation of a whole Univerfity, cannot be im¬ 
proper to mention here. Monjieur c Drelincourt, a 
very noted Phyfician, tells us, in his Treatife on the 
Small-pox, of a Child Eight Years of Age, who had 
loft his Tongue by that Diftempcr, and was yet able 
to fpeak, to the Aftonifhment of the Univerfity of 
Saumur in France', and that the Univerfity (who 
doubtlefs had firft carefully examined into the Truth) 
had attefted it, by drawing up a particular Account 
of the Fad, that Pofterity might have no room to 
doubt concerning the Validity of it. The Account 
is to .be met with at large, in the Third Volume of 
the Ephemerides Germanic a, under the Title of 
Aglojfoflomographia. 

Tulpius too makes mention of a Man who had the 
Misfortune to have his Tongue cut out by the Turks , 
and yet, after Three Years, could fpeak very diftindly. 
He fays, he went himfelf to fVefop, a Town in Hol¬ 
land > to be fatisfied of the Truth of it, and' found' it 
to be as it was reported. Nay, he does not fo much 
as mention any Defied in his Speech, but aflurcs us, 
that he could pronounce thofe Letters which depend 
upon the Apex of the Tongue, even the Confonants, 
very articulately. And this Cafe is ftill the more 
worthy Attention, becaulc the Patient could not 
fwailow even the leaft Quantity of Food, unlefs he 
thruft it into the Oefophagus by means of his Finger. 


* N. B. All the original Papers are in the Repofitory of the Royal 
Society* 

if 




[ '5 1 ] 

If we go back to earlier Times, the Emperor 
"ffuftin , in Cod. Tit. de Off. Praf c Prat. Af. fays, he 
had fecn venerable Men, qui abfeiffis radicitus Linguis , 
poanas miferabiliter loquebautur, whofe Tongues having 
been cut out by the Roots, they miferably spoke, or 
complained, of the c PuniJhments they had fuffered. And 
again, Nonnullos alios , quibus Honorichius Vanda- 
lorum Rex Linguas radicitus praaderat, loquelam 
tarnen habuifle integram, that fome others, whofe 
Tongues Honorichius, King of the Vandals, had cut 
out by the Roots, yet perfectly retained their Speech. 


XII. .A remarkable Conformation , or Lulus 
Naturae, in a Child $ by C. Warwick, Sur- 
geon y in Truro, Cornwall. 

Read July i. \ BOUT April 1741. one Sarah 
,7+1 * XJL Allen , of the Parilh of St. B lazy, 

near Truro, having been married near Four Years, and 
Mother of Two Children, Well-formed and living, 
was brought to-bed of my prefent Subjeft, but of fo 
remarkable and preternatural a Conftitution, as mult 
render its whole Life inevitably miferable, the Par¬ 
ticulars whereof, from my repeated Obfervations, are 
as follows: 

The Umbilicus is nearly in its natural Site, but 
fomewhat large and prominent, having more the 
Appearance of a Tumour, than the ordinary irregular 
Shape of that Organ. 

Immediately below this Umbilicus , is a large fun¬ 
gous Excrefcence, nearly the Size of a fmalf Egg, but 

fomewhat 


